
 

Welcome to all who have gathered to worship today! It is our goal to glorify the Lord, our                  
Maker and Redeemer, God in whom is our help and hope. When Jesus was on earth, he                 
promised, “...Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them”               
(Matthew 18:20). We believe he is with us in church buildings and everywhere. We desire that                
he would deepen our faith, hope, and love. While things feel a bit different, we rest in the                  
assurance that God reigns and his purposes are not thwarted. “...[Nothing] in all creation, will               
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39).  
 

God Gathers His People 
Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship: Psalm 78:1-4, 7-8 

O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. I will open                
my mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, things from of old—what we              
have heard and known, what our fathers have told us. We will not hide them               
from their children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of             
the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done…Then they would put             
their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his              
commands. They would not be like their forefathers—a stubborn and          
rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were            
not faithful to him. 

*Opening Song: Whom Shall I Fear (Cash/Cash/Tomlin 

*God’s Greeting  

*Song: Jesus, All for Jesus (Mark/Orr) 

We Humble Ourselves Before the Lord 
Call to Confession: Romans 8:10-18, 23-24 

...“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands;              
there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together              
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” “Their             

throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.” “The poison of vipers is             
on their lips.” “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” “Their feet are              
swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace               
they do not know.” “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
…For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified                
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Prayer of Confession: Adapted from Worship the Lord: The Liturgy of the RCA 

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 4:11 

Pastor: Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.               
Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits—who forgives all              
your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and               
crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good            
things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  
People: “You are worthy, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor              
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and               
have their being.” 

Song of Response: My Faith Looks Up to Thee (Palmer) 

Prayers of the People 

God Speaks From His Word 
Children’s Message 
Scripture: Acts 25:23-26:32 

The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the             
audience room with the high ranking officers and the leading men of the city.              
At the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. Festus said: “King Agrippa, and              
all who are present with us, you see this man! The whole Jewish community              
has petitioned me about him in Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that             
he ought not to live any longer. I found he had done nothing deserving of               
death, but because he made his appeal to the Emperor I decided to send him               
to Rome. But I have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him.              
Therefore I have brought him before all of you, and especially before you, King              
Agrippa, so that as a result of this investigation I may have something to write.               
For I think it is unreasonable to send on a prisoner without specifying the              
charges against him.” 
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” So Paul              
motioned with his hand and began his defense: “King Agrippa, I consider            

 

 

Baldwin Christian Reformed Church 

Rooted in God’s Word, Growing in the Faith,  

Bearing Fruit in the World 

Lord’s Day 45   November 8, 2020 



myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all              
the accusations of the Jews, and especially so because you are well acquainted             
with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to              
me patiently. 
“The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the                 
beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. They have              
known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that according to                
the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee. And now it is because of                 
my hope in what God has promised our fathers that I am on trial today. This is                 
the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve              
God day and night. O king, it is because of this hope that the Jews are accusing                 
me. Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead? 
“I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the                
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the                
authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they                
were put to death, I cast my vote against them. Many a time I went from one                 
synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to              
blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to             
persecute them. 
“On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and              
commission of the chief priests. About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw                 
a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my             
companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in                
Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick               
against the goads.’ 
“Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  
“‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and              
stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a                  
witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. I will rescue                 
you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to                
open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of               
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among               
those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 
“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First              
to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the                
Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove              
their repentance by their deeds. That is why the Jews seized me in the temple               
courts and tried to kill me. But I have had God's help to this very day, and so I                   
stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond              

what the prophets and Moses said would happen--that the Christ would suffer            
and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people                
and to the Gentiles.” 
At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. “You are out of your mind,             
Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 
“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is              
true and reasonable. The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak              
freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because               
it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know                
you do.” 
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can                
persuade me to be a Christian?” 
Paul replied, “Short time or long--I pray God that not only you but all who are                
listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 
The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with              
them. They left the room, and while talking with one another, they said, “This              
man is not doing anything that deserves death or imprisonment.” 
Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not               
appealed to Caesar.” 

Message: “Become What I Am” 

Prayer of Application 

We Are Sent to Live for God’s Glory 
*Song of Response: If You But Trust in God to Guide You (Neumark)

  

*Benediction 

*Closing Song: By Faith      (Getty/Getty/Townend) 

*Postlude 

 
OFFERING NOTES 
Rather than passing the plate, those in attendance at worship services may place their              
offering in one of the plates at the entrance to the sanctuary or offerings may be                
mailed to Baldwin CRC. Please make sure to note what date/cause your offering is for. 

Today’s offering is for the General Fund, part of which supports Denominational            
Ministry Shares for the Special Assistance Fund. Providing financial assistance for           



retired ministers of the Word who find themselves in severe financial need and may              
also provide for the final retirement move of a minister of the Word.  

Next week’s offering is for Baldwin Christian School, a parent-driven Classical           
Christian school dedicated to building character by forming the hearts and minds of             
students to know, reflect, and express the truth, goodness, and beauty of Jesus Christ.              
Find out more at baldwinchristianschool.org.  

PRAYER REMINDERS  
● Pray for the persecuted church, especially believers in China. We pray for            

unwavering faith, comfort for those grieving, imprisoned, in fear, and for           
pastors and leaders amidst turmoil. We pray for protection from bodily pain            
and evil. We pray that God would give them his love and faithfulness, and a               
sense of belonging to the larger body of Christ even in their suffering. 

● Pray for patience and healing for those recovering from recent procedures and            
awaiting procedures.  

● Continue to pray for God to give encouragement, love, and patience, to our             
Care Center and Assisted Living Residents: Rozella, Nancy, and Laverne. 

● Continue to pray for God to grant healing to Al Van Someren as he continues               
to receive treatment for cancer. 

● Continue to pray for God to end COVID-19 and for a vaccine or cure to be                
found.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Back to God Ministries International—Groundwork: Christ Glorified: The Holy Spirit          
and Growing in Christlikeness—The gospel of John points its readers to Jesus’ glory             
through its faithful account of Jesus’ teachings. Join Groundwork as we study John             
14:15-17:26 to discover how we can grow in Christlikeness as his disciples today.             
Listen now or subscribe to weekly emails at GroundworkOnline.com. 

CRC Ministries—You are a Blessing!—Thank you for your gift to ministry shares. Your             
gift makes it possible for us to share God's story of grace, hope and love. We could not                  
impact the world through missions, media, and church development without your           
incredible and faithful support. To learn more about the work you support visit             
crcna.org/ministryshares. 

CRC Ministries—Free Advent Devotional—He Will Be Our Peace is an email           
devotional series put together by World Renew, Resonate Global Mission, and the CRC             
Office of Social Justice that features reflections from CRC ministries around the world             
during Advent 2020. Each devotion will be delivered to your email inbox every             

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, starting December 2, through Christmas Day. Join us            
as we journey through lamenting injustice to looking forward to the coming of the              
Prince of Peace using the book of Micah. Go to justice.crcna.org/advent to sign up              
today! 

Faith Formation Ministries—At-Home Faith Formation Tip—End-of-year giving       
opportunities abound at this time of year, so be intentional about your giving.             
Consider doing some research to discover a new local ministry or organization that             
supports a cause you care about deeply, and then give generously of your time,              
talents, and treasure to help it flourish. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing: We will be packing shoeboxes again this            
year. In an effort to spread people out a bit more, there will be two opportunities to                 
pack boxes: Saturday (11/14) 1:00-3:30 p.m. and Sunday (11/15) following service.           
You are welcome to pack during both times if you wish. Last year we packed               
approximately 375 boxes and hope to pack at least that many again this year. Our               
current collection ($9/box) will sponsor approximately 200 boxes and I am planning to             
purchase "follow your shoebox labels" this year so we can see where our boxes end               
up. Please pray for these shoeboxes, the staff/volunteers distributing the boxes, and            
the children receiving them.  If you have any questions please see Billie Jo or Dee.  

 
  



THIS WEEK AT BALDWIN CRC 
Sunday: 9:30 AM Worship 

11:00 AM H.S. Sunday School 
4:00 PM Bible Study: Genesis 22:1-19 

Monday 6:30 PM Crafters 
7:00 PM Council  

Tuesday: 6:30 PM Music Committee 
Thursday: 7:00 PM Men’s Life 

 

SERVING OTHERS TODAY (Nov. 8) NEXT SUNDAY (Nov. 15)  
Greeters Dan & Sue H. June and Kay 
Praise Team Dave and Ruthanne Jim and Marius 
Sound Tech Mark and Murray Eric & Kelly G. 

LOOKING AHEAD GREETERS  
Nov. 22 Dennis 
*Nov. 26 Paul & Billie Jo 
Nov. 29 Cheryl, Lois, and Ruthanne 
Dec. 6 Dan & Sue H. 

If you are uncomfortable with attending in-person at this time or unavailable, please             
find a replacement or let Dave Ashton know and he will assist. and Kelly P. so she can                  
update the bulletin. 
 
Happy Birthday this week to Duane VS on the 9th, Libby Phillips on the 10th, and                 
Edith Roloff on the 11th. 
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Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 AM  
Recorded services may be viewed on the Sermons page of our website, 
the Baldwin CRC YouTube page, and Tuesdays at 10:30 AM and Fridays 

at 7:00 PM on local channel 16. 
 

Fellowship Ministry Opportunities 
Afternoon Bible Study - For all ages, Sunday afternoons during the school year 

Crafters - Women’s fellowship, no crafting skills required, all types of crafts welcome 
High School Sunday School - Catechism, After morning worship during the school year 

Men’s Life  - Men’s study group, Thursday evenings during the school year 
Lending Hands Ministry 
Share-A-Meal Ministry 

 
Ministries with Meetings on hold until Spring 2021 

Adult and Children’s Sunday School - Providing at-home materials 
Dorcas Society - Women’s study and service group, third Tuesday afternoons 

Friendship Ministry - For those with physical/mental disabilities, Tuesday evenings 
GEMS - Young girls up to 8th grade, Monday evenings during the school year 

Nursing Home Ministry - Sunday afternoon services led by area churches 
The Rebellion Youth Ministry - High school and middle school, Wednesday evenings 

Women’s Bible Study-Women’s study group, Monday evenings during the school year 
 

Church Council 

 
Have an announcement? Simply email BCRCbulletin@gmail.com 

Please note: All announcements must be received no later than noon on Thursday in 

order to be included in the upcoming bulletin. 

Elders Districts (By Last Name) Deacons 

Jim Lokker, Vice-President A-K Chad Van Someren 

Dave Ashton, President L-S Eric Gullixson, Clerk 

Dan De Graff, Pastor T-Z Marius Kool 


