
 

 

 

Baldwin Christian Reformed Church 

Rooted in God’s Word, Growing in the Faith,  

Bearing Fruit in the World 

Lord’s Day 36   September 6, 2020 

Welcome to all who have gathered to worship today! It is our goal to glorify the Lord, our                  
Maker and Redeemer, God in whom is our help and hope. When Jesus was on earth, he                 
promised, “...Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them”               
(Matthew 18:20). We believe he is with us in church buildings and everywhere. We desire that                
he would deepen our faith, hope, and love. While things feel a bit different, we rest in the                  
assurance that God reigns and his purposes are not thwarted. “...[Nothing] in all creation, will               
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39).  
 

God Calls Us to Worship Him 
Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: Psalm 149:1-5 

Praise the Lord. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the people of Zion be glad in their King. Let                 
them praise his name with dancing and make music to him with tambourine             
and harp. For the Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with               
salvation. Let the saints rejoice in this honor and sing for joy on their beds. 

*Opening Song: Take My Life (Holiness) (Underwood)  

*God’s Greeting  

*Song: I Am Not My Own (Benjamin) 

We Heed God’s Call to Holiness 
God’s Commandments with a Catechism Teaching: Exodus 20:1-17; Q&A 94-95 

And God spoke all these words: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out                
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
You shall have no other gods before me.” 

94 Q.: What does the Lord require in the first commandment? 

A.: That I, not wanting to endanger my own salvation, avoid and shun all              
idolatry, sorcery, superstitious rites, and prayers to saints or to other           
creatures. 
That I rightly know the only true God, trust him alone, and look to God for                
every good thing humbly and patiently, and love, fear, and honor God with             
all my heart. In short, that I give up anything rather than go against God’s will                
in any way. 
95 Q.: What is idolatry? 
A.: Idolatry is having or inventing something in which one trusts in place of or               
alongside of the only true God, who has revealed himself in the Word. 

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven               
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below… 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God… 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy… 
Honor your father and your mother… 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's             
wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that             
belongs to your neighbor.” 

Song of Response: The Servant Song (Gillard) 

Prayers of the People 

God Feeds Us with His Word 
Scripture: Acts 20:17-38 

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they              
arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you,                 
from the first day I came into the province of Asia. I served the Lord with great                 
humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the              
Jews. You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be              
helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. I have               
declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance              
and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 



And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what              
will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me                 
that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth             
nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord                
Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 
Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the               
kingdom will ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am               
innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you                
the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which               
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God,              
which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves               
will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own               
number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples              
after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never              
stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 
Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up                  
and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not              
coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these            
hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions.              
In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help                 
the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more             
blessed to give than to receive.'" 
When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all                
wept as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was his              
statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied            
him to the ship. 

Message: My Life’s Worth Nothing to Me 

Prayer of Application 

We Depart in Thanks to Serve 
*Song of Response: Give Me Jesus (African-American Spiritual) 

*Benediction 

*Closing Song: God Be With You Till We Meet Again (Rankin) 

*Postlude 

 
 
 
 

OFFERING NOTES 
Rather than passing the plate, those in attendance at worship services may place their              
offering in one of the plates at the entrance to the sanctuary or offerings may be                
mailed to Baldwin CRC. Please make sure to note what date/cause your offering is for. 

Today’s offering is for Daniel Kibugi, a missionary in Kenya. 

Next week’s offering is for the General Fund, part of which supports Denominational             
Ministry Shares for Calvin Theological Seminary (CTS, Grand Rapids, MI). Since 1876,            
CTS has faithfully prepared leaders who nurture disciples and serve the church. Today,             
graduates of Calvin Seminary can expect to be ready for effective ministry in a              
rapidly-changing, multicultural world. Find out more at calvinseminary.edu. 

PRAYER REMINDERS  
● Continue to pray for God to give encouragement, love, and patience, to our             

Care Center and Assisted Living Residents: Rozella, Nancy, and Laverne. 
● Continue to pray for God to grant healing to many in and close to our               

congregation who struggle with back pain. 
● Continue to pray for God to grant healing to Wesley Simbro from his recent              

stroke and for his lungs to recover fully. 
● Continue to pray for God to grant healing Al Van Someren as he continues to               

receive biotherapy treatment for cancer. 
● We extend our sympathy and prayers for God’s comfort to the family of Myra              

Van Someren, who passed away Sunday. 
● Pray for God to grant encouragement and wisdom to our local schools as their              

teachers prepare for the upcoming school year and administration/boards         
make normal and COVID-related decisions affecting students and classes.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Men’s Life will restart Thursday evening meetings on September 10 at 7:00pm in the              
Fellowship Hall. We’ll pick up where we left off in Chip Ingram’s “Culture Shock” series               
with 2 lessons each on “The Church and the Environment” and “The Church and              
Politics.” Visitors and new members are welcome. 

Operation Christmas Child Speaker—Yves Dushime was born to a family of eight in a              
refugee camp in Congo. His family fled from the ripple effects of the Rwandan              
genocide and moved from Rwanda to Congo, Kenya and Togo. Yves was 11 years old               
and living in Togo when he received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift. He              
will be sharing his testimony as well as a Children's Message at our Sunday service on                
September 13. Bring your lawn chairs and join us for fellowship outside after service              



to visit more with Yves. Bottled water and pre-packaged snacks will be provided.             
Everyone is also invited to attend the OCC workshop at church on Saturday,             
September 12 from 7:00-8:30pm. If you plan to attend on Saturday, please let Billie              
Jo know via email billiejokorn@gmail.com or 715-377-6859.  

Toward an Anti-Racist Ministry—Classis Lake Superior—Our fall classis meeting,         
which typically meets at the Lake Geneva Christian Center, is taking place over Zoom              
due to COVID-19. On Monday, Sept. 21, 7:00-9:00pm, there will be a pre-classis             
seminar on Zoom open to delegates and to all church members. Dr. Ruthanne Crapo              
Kim, a member of Grace CRC in Inver Grove Heights, will be leading a discussion on                
race and how the churches in our area minister in our current cultural situation. If you                
wish to take part, please let Pastor Dan know so that you can be registered as a guest. 

Back to God Ministries International—Groundwork: Answer God’s Call for         
Justice—In our current society, the topic of justice has become very political. Join             
Groundwork as we study Leviticus 25:10-17, Luke 4:17-21, Acts 6:1-4, Amos 5, and             
Micah 6:8 to better understand the meaning of biblical justice and what that means              
for our role in pursuing justice. Listen now or subscribe to weekly emails at              
GroundworkOnline.com. 

Faith Formation Ministries—At-Home Faith Formation Tip: The Practice of         
Sabbath—In Wendell Berry and the Given Life, author Ragan Sutterfield quotes Berry:            
“[Sabbath] is not a break so that we might become renewed and refreshed for more               
work, but is rather a time when we live in the simple reality that we are creatures                 
whose lives are given by God.” How might this insight change how you celebrate              
sabbath?  

Office of Social Justice—“Blessing Not Burden” Campaign—The CRC Office of Social           
Justice is relaunching their “Immigrants Are a Blessing, Not a Burden” campaign to             
equip people of faith to speak in uniquely Christian ways about immigration! Stay             
updated with resources and opportunities by following their “Blessing Not Burden”           
Facebook page today! facebook.com/BlessingNotBurden 

 

 

 

 

World Renew—Hurricane Laura—Hurricane Laura made landfall in the southwest         
corner of Louisiana on August 27th. It is reported to be the strongest hurricane to hit                
in 164 years. World Renew-Disaster Response Services (DRS) is monitoring this           
disaster and making plans for long term recovery work. Please pray for the families              
and communities affected by Hurricane Laura. Also pray for DRS staff and volunteers             
and all disaster responders, as the coronavirus pandemic greatly complicates how to            
help. DRS is accepting donations. Give online at worldrenew.net/hurricanelaura or          
send your check, made out to World Renew DRS with “Hurricane Laura” in the Memo               
line. 

 

THIS WEEK AT BALDWIN CRC 
Sunday: 9:30 AM Worship 
Thursday: 7:00 PM Men’s Life 
Saturday: 7:00 PM OCC Area Leaders’ Event 
 
 

SERVING OTHERS TODAY (Sept. 6) NEXT SUNDAY (Sept. 13)  
Greeters Marlys & Carol  
Praise Team Kelly, Wendy & Marius Dave and Ruthanne 
Sound Tech Jim P & Ted Eric and Kelly G 

LOOKING AHEAD GREETERS  
Sept. 20 Paul & Billie Jo 
Sept. 27 Mark & Lyn 
Oct. 4 Bob & Barb 
 
If you are uncomfortable with attending in-person at this time or unavailable, please             
find a replacement or let Dave Ashton know and he will assist. and Kelly P. so she can                  
update the bulletin. 

 

Happy Birthday this week to  Kyle Van Roekel on the 8th. 
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715-684-2928 
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Website: baldwincrc.org 

 

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 AM  
 

Recorded services may be viewed on the Sermons page of our website,  
the Baldwin CRC YouTube page,  

and Tuesdays at 10:30 AM and Fridays at 7:00 PM on local channel 16. 
 

Fellowship Ministry Opportunities 
Afternoon Bible Study - For all ages, Sunday afternoons during the school year 

Crafters - Women’s fellowship, no crafting skills required, all types of crafts welcome 
Lending Hands Ministry 

Men’s Life  - Men’s study group, Thursday evenings during the school year 
Share-A-Meal Ministry 

Sunday School - For all ages, after morning worship during the school year 
 

Ministries with Meetings on hold until Spring 2021 
Dorcas Society - Women’s study and service group, third Tuesday afternoons 

Friendship Ministry - For those with physical/mental disabilities, Tuesday evenings 
GEMS - Young girls up to 8th grade, Monday evenings during the school year 

Nursing Home Ministry - Sunday afternoon services led by area churches 
The Rebellion Youth Ministry - High school and middle school, Wednesday evenings 

Women’s Bible Study-Women’s study group, Monday evenings during the school year 
 

Church Council 
ELDERS DEACONS 
Dan De Graff, Pastor Eric Gullixson, Clerk 
Dave Ashton, President Marius Kool  
Jim Lokker, Vice-President Chad Van Someren 

 
Have an announcement? Simply email BCRCbulletin@gmail.com 

 


